
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Teacher, 
 
Thank you for choosing the McHenry County Conservation District’s “Bugs, Bugs, Bugs” field trip at Prairieview 
Education Center in Crystal Lake.  
 
The purpose of this program is to:    
*Learn what makes an insect different from other animals 
*Learn where insects live 
*Learn why insects are a vital part of our ecosystem 
*Learn life stages of insects 
*Learn why insects are important to people 
 
Please make sure all teachers and chaperones attending the field trip are aware of the following information. 
 

1. This field trip is 2.5 hours long.  Please note your start and end time on the permit. We will begin with an indoor 
introduction followed by outdoor activities. 

2. Teachers, chaperones, and students should dress for the weather and wear long pants and sturdy footwear for 
hiking. 

3. To assist the field trip leaders in getting to know your class, please have the students wear secure nametags.   
4. If you have arranged to stay and have lunch after your field trip, encourage everyone to bring a waste-free lunch! 

Pack lunches in insulated, reusable containers and include items that can be eaten in their entirety, recycled or 
composted. Examples are whole fruits and vegetables, drinks in reusable bottles, snacks purchased in bulk and 
brought in reusable containers, cloth napkins, and reusable ice packs. For additional information on reducing 
waste visit www.epa.gov/eapwaste/wycd/index.htm. 

5.  A teacher packet for this program is available to you on the Conservation District’s Website.  This packet 
includes a “What to Expect” information sheet, a map to Prairieview Education Center, a post-trip evaluation 
sheet, and pre-trip and post-trip activities.  The pre-trip activities are designed to give students background 
information before they come to Prairieview.  Please take time to do these  activities because the information will 
be built upon during the program introduction.  The post-trip activities are designed to provide the students with 
an extension to the activities provided during the program. 
-Download teacher packet information from our website at www.mccdistrict.org 
-To request information be sent to your email or school address call Andy Talley at 815-479-5779.   

6. In the event of inclement weather on the day of your field trip, contact us. While there is not much room to 
reschedule programs, we will try to accommodate your needs.  We do have indoor facilities that can be used as 
necessary. 

 
We are looking forward to a day of fun and learning with your class.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call, 
815-479-5779. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andy Talley, Education Program Coordinator 

http://www.epa.gov/eapwaste/wycd/index.htm�
http://www.mccdistrict.org/�


 

                 BUGS, BUGS, BUGS    
      What to Expect for Your Field Trip                   

 
Before you visit 

 
1.) To make your trip as successful as possible, please do the enclosed pre-trip activities 

entitled “Insects” and “Circle the Insect”.  
“Circle the Insect” answers: Insects;   2-grasshopper, 3-butterfly, 9-beetle, 10-caterpillar  
Non-insects:  1-centipede, 4-tick, 5-scorpion, 6-crab, 7-spider, 8-crayfish.  All of these 
animals are “arthropods,” but not all are insects.   Look at the Metamorphosis page. Have 
the children compare the two types of metamorphosis.   This page can be blown up and 
turned into a puzzle by cutting apart the different life cycle stages.   Have the children 
complete the puzzle. 

 
When you arrive 

 
Your field trip will begin at Prairieview Education Center.  Have the busses enter at the Behan 
Road entrance to the south of the Education center.  You will be met by a Conservation District 
staff member who will give the students a brief program introduction inside the building.  This 
will include rules, the plan for the day, and an introduction to “Bugs, Bugs, Bugs.” 
 
The program begins indoors with an interactive discussion about what makes an insect an insect. 
Then the students will help create the biggest bug in McHenry County!  After this fun activity, we 
will split into two groups and go outside.  One group will go into the prairie with nets and insect 
houses to catch bugs and get a closer look.  The hike is organized so there is plenty of time for 
exploration and quiet observation of insects and other animals in their habitats.  The other group 
will hike to learn about insect traps they can create easily at home and may see insects already in 
the traps.  The two groups will switch assuring that no one misses anything. 
 
After the hike, there will be a program wrap-up and the group will board the bus to return back to 
school. 
 

After you visit 
 

2.)  Do the post-trip activities “Invent an Insect” and   “Amazing Insects”.  The latter is a fill 
in the blank story and the answers in order are:  Habitat, head, six, praying, caterpillar, 
predator, camouflaged, skeleton, raincoat, environment, honey, soil.  If this story is too 
challenging for your class, write the first letter of the word in the blank or do the story as 
a whole group activity.  These will reinforce some of the concepts learned during the 
program. 

3.) Please fill out the evaluation form as it gives us very valuable feedback about how our 
programs fit into the school’s needs.  Return it to the address on the form. 

 
Thank You. 



 

Thank you for participating in a McHenry County Conservation District field trip with your class. The Education Services 
Department wants to make sure the field trips are the best they can be, so that you meet your classroom goals. We sincerely 
appreciate your feedback on the field trip you attended.  
 
School Name __________________________________Grade ____ Teacher’s Name _____________________________________ 
 
Name of the Program _____________________________________ Date of Field Trip____________________________________ 
 
Conservation District Leader Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Did you choose to receive your field trip packet by mail, email, or did you download it from our website?  
 
 

2. How was the field trip packet helpful in preparing you and your class for the trip? What activities did you use? How could 
the packet be improved? 
 
 
 
 

3. What were your goals for the field trip? Were they met? How could the program better serve your goals? 
 
 
 
 

4. Were the trip activities and information educational and stimulating for the children? What activities do you recall that 
worked especially well? What activities could use revision? 
 
 
 
 

5. Was your field trip leader well informed about the subject matter and enthusiastic about working with the group? 
 
 

 
 
 

6. Would you participate in another Conservation District field trip? 
 
 
 
 

7. Do you have any additional suggestions, comments, or remarks? 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to receive our Environmental Education Opportunities Teachers’ Guide electronically (Adobe pdf format) 

please provide an email address here. _______________________________________________ 
 
 

 

TEL (815) 479-5779 
FAX (815) 479-5766 

  

Field Trip Evaluation 
 

Mail or fax your form to:  
Education Services Manager, Prairieview Education Center, 2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake IL 60014 
Tel  815-479-5779 / Fax 815-479-5766 
 



From Route 176 turn south on Buhl Road. 
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Circle The Insect 
How many of these animals are insects? See how many you can find and circle.  

 1 2 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

 

 



Amazing Insects 
Fill in the blanks with the words provided below. 
 

 
 

Hello! I am one of the millions of insects that inhabit the earth.   We have been around for 

over 350 million years, long before the dinosaurs.   We live in almost every type of __________________ , 

or home.   What makes an insect an insect, you ask? Well, insects have 3 body parts:   a 

____________________ , a thorax, and an abdomen.   We also have ______________ legs that help us in our 

daily survival.   For example, mole crickets have digging legs with sharp claws to tunnel through the 

soil, water boatmen have flattened, oar-like legs to help them to paddle through the water, and 

__________________ mantis have grasping legs to capture and hold onto their pray. 

 Insects experience many changes in their life as they go from an egg to an adult.   This 

process is called metamorphosis.   For example, a butterfly starts out as an egg, hatches into a 

_____________________ (larva stage), builds a cocoon to rest in (this is the pupa stage), and then breaks 

out of the cocoon as a beautifully winged adult butterfly.   Amazing!   As an adult, insects have wings 

which allow them to travel great distances to find food, shelter, or escape from a 

____________________________.   Since insects are eaten by many different animals, they try not to be seen 

by being _______________________________ , or blended in with their surroundings.   And unlike most 

animals that have their ____________________________ on the inside of their bodies, an insect’s are on the 

outside of their bodies.   It is called an exoskeleton.   This hard outer covering protects us and keeps 

us dry, like a _______________________ keeps you dry in the rain! 

 Many people think insects are not important to have in our ________________________. But that 

isn’t true.   They pollinate most of the fruits and vegetables that you need to eat.  They are a food 

source for many creatures.  They provide products like ___________________________ and silk.  They help 

control pest species, and they break down dead materials like rotting logs and turn them into 

______________________ , a process called decomposition.   Without insects, the world would be a 

different place.   So thank an insect today for the good they do!         

WORD BANK raincoat  predator  six 
head   skeletons  honey 
camouflaged  environment  habitat 
praying  caterpillar  soil 

http://www.clipart.com/en/close-up?o=3036750&a=c&q=preying mantid&k_mode=all&s=1&e=4&show=&c=&cid=&findincat=&g=&cc=4:0:0:0:0:0:0&page=&k_exc=&pubid=&color=&b=k&date=�


INSECTS      Name: 
 

Insects are animals, but not all animals are insects.  
An animal is an insect if it has these things. 
 
 3 Body parts (head, thorax, abdomen) 
 
 6 Legs 
 
 2 Antennae 
 
 2 Eyes 
 
 Wings (Most insects have 2 pair of wings, but some have only 1 pair, and some 
 insects have no wings.) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at these pictures of Monarch butterflies.   Is a butterfly an insect? _______________________ 
Explain your answer. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Here is a picture of a spider.       Is a spider an insect? _____________________________________ 

 
Explain your answer   _____________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.clipart.com/en/close-up?o=385079&a=c&q=insect&k_mode=all&s=64&e=84&show=&c=&cid=&findincat=&g=&cc=2931:38:11:484:1:7064:0&page=4&k_exc=&pubid=&color=&b=k&date=�


Invent an Insect                                                                 
Once your children have learned about real insects, have them invent their own insects. 
Write these or similar directions on the bottom of a sheet of drawing paper. For example, 
your “invention sheets” might describe habitats such as these: 

• An insect that lives in the very fast moving water of a stream 
• An insect that lives in the back of a dark cave 
• An insect that lives in the soil 
• An insect that lives in dry sand 
• An insect that lives in snow 
• An insect that lives in a dead tree 
• An insect that lives on another insect 
• An insect that only comes out at night 
• An insect that lives only on yellow flowers 
• An insect that lives under a rock 
• An insect that lives on the back of a bird 

 

Then have the inventors draw a picture of the insect that describes the following: 

1. What it eats 
2. What might try to eat it 
3. How it moves and defends itself 
4. Special adaptations it has for living in its habitat 

 

Have each child name the insect that they created.   After the pictures are finished, have 
each child present his or her “creation” to the rest of the group.   How many of them drew 
insects that really exist?   As a variation, you can then have the children make a model of 
their insect out of modeling clay. 

 

 

 

 

Taken from Ranger Rick’s NatureScope “Incredible Insects” 

 

 

 

http://www.clipart.com/en/close-up?o=251031&a=c&q=insect&k_mode=all&s=736&e=756&show=&c=&cid=&findincat=&g=&cc=2931:38:11:484:1:7064:0&page=36&k_exc=&pubid=&color=&b=k&date=�
http://www.clipart.com/en/close-up?o=266094&a=c&q=insect&k_mode=all&s=1408&e=1428&show=&c=&cid=&findincat=&g=&cc=2931:38:11:484:1:7064:0&page=68&k_exc=&pubid=&color=&b=k&date=�


METAMORPHOSIS:   Life Stages 

Life cycle of a weevil 
Image: http://www.invasive.org 

Life cycle of a milkweed bug 
Image: http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/biocontrol/ 

Complete Metamorphosis: 

Egg  Larvae  Pupa  Adult 

Incomplete Metamorphosis: 

Egg  Nymph  Adult 
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