
 

 

 

Dear Teacher, 
 
Thank you for choosing the McHenry County Conservation District’s “Winter Ecology” field trip at Prairieview Education 
Center in Crystal Lake.  The purpose of this program is to teach students about the seasonal changes during winter and 
its effects on the life cycles of plants and animals.  Students also learn to identify trees in winter and about life under the 
snow and ice. 
 
Please make sure all teachers and chaperones attending the field trip are aware of the following information. 
 

1. The field trip is generally 3.5 hours long.  Please note your start and end time on the permit. This field trip 
usually includes time for the students to have lunch on site. The first half of this field trip is indoors; the second 
half is mostly outdoors. 
 

2. Teachers, chaperones, and students should dress in layers, and wear long pants and sturdy, warm footwear for 
hiking, possibly through snow. 
 

3. To assist the field trip leaders in getting to know your class, please have the students wear secure nametags.   
 

4. Encourage everyone to bring a waste-free lunch! Pack lunches in insulated, reusable containers and include 
items that can be eaten in their entirety, recycled or composted. Examples are whole fruits and vegetables; 
drinks in reusable bottles, snacks purchased in bulk and brought in reusable containers, cloth napkins, and 
reusable ice packs. For additional information on reducing waste visit www.epa.gov/eapwaste/wycd/index.htm. 
 

5.  A teacher packet for this program is available at the Conservation District’s website.  The packet includes a 
“What to Expect” information sheet, map to Prairieview Education Center, student booklet that is used during 
the field trip, post-trip evaluation sheet, and pre-trip and post-trip activities.  Make a copy of the student 
booklet for each student attending the field trip.  The pre-trip activities are designed to give students 
background information prior to the program. Take time to do the activity as the information is built upon 
during the program.  There is also background information for activities that the classroom teachers are 
expected to lead on the day of the field trip. Read through this information and have a teacher prepared to lead 
these activities on the day of the field trip.  The post-trip activities are designed to provide the students with an 
extension to the activities provided during the program. 
-Download the packet from our website at www.mccdistrict.org 
-To request a packet be sent to your email or school address, call Andy Talley at 815-479-5779.   

 
6. Contact us in the event of inclement weather on the day of your field trip.  While there is not much room to 

reschedule, we try to accommodate your needs.  We have indoor facilities that can be used as necessary. 

 
We look forward to a day of fun and learning with your class.  Please call 815- 479-5779 with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andy Talley, Education Program Coordinator 

http://www.epa.gov/eapwaste/wycd/index.htm
http://www.mccdistrict.org/
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THE FOOD WEB GAME 
 (modified from Hooked on Science; Ready‐to‐use Discovery Activities for Grades 4‐8 by Susan Breyer Seawall) 
 
This game introduces students to the basic idea of how energy is transferred within an ecosystem, and 
the interdependence of animals within that ecosystem. Students will learn about the components of a 
complete food web and then be actively involved in collecting those components to create a food web. 
 
Overview 
Gather the students and explain that the object of the game is to create a food web while playing a 
game similar to “Go Fish” and “Old Maid.” They will trade cards with other students until they have a 
complete food web. Students need to know the components that make up the food web in order to be 
successful at this activity. ASK the students what they think the components of a food web are.  Briefly, 
talk about their answers being sure to close the discussion with the correct answers.   
 

A complete food web consists  of: 
Sun, producers, primary consumers, secondary consumers, third order consumers, scavengers, and 
decomposers. 
 
*Note‐The cards are provided at the field trip and show examples of each component of a food web in a 
deciduous woodland ecosystem. If time is short, simply review for the students the components of a 
food chain along with an example of each. 
 
*EXTENSION 
Have your students prepare the cards as a pre‐trip activity.  You will need a total of 48   5 x 7 file cards 
labeled: 
Sun (6)   Producer (10)    Primary consumer (6)    Secondary consumer  (6) 
Third order consumer  (6)    Scavenger  (6)      Decomposer (6) 
People (1)        Pollution (1) 
If you do the extension; have your students research a food web for a deciduous woodland habitat to 
find which plants or animals belong to each component above. Then have them label the cards with 
words above, adding the name or a picture of what they found that goes with it. 
Some examples might be: 
Producer; oak tree, milkweed, grape vine 
Primary consumer; chipmunk, field mouse, caterpillar 
Secondary consumer; garter snake, woodpecker, praying mantis 
Be sure they create all 48 cards in the quantities listed above.  
 
General Procedure 
‐This game may be played for points, keeping a running total for each class rotation. Or, the game may 
be played without keeping track of points by simply having a winning group with each round. 
‐When you are ready to play, divide the class into 6 groups. Give each group one “hand” of cards.  Point 
out that when each group gets their cards, they will have eight cards, yet only seven are needed to win. 
Explain that there are two special cards in the deck; people and pollution. 
The people card is sometimes helpful to a food web. It can be used as a wildcard to replace any web 
component that they are missing.  If you are keeping score and a group has the people card when 
another group completes their food web, 50 points will deducted from their score.  If the group with the 
people card completes their food web first without having to use their people card, they get 200 points 
for winning. 



THE FOOD WEB GAME 
 (modified from Hooked on Science; Ready‐to‐use Discovery Activities for Grades 4‐8 by Susan Breyer Seawall) 
 
 
The pollution card is always bad. Whichever group has it when the game is over loses 50 points.  The 
people and pollution cards can be traded just as any other card. Whether you are keeping score or not; 
you can not win if you have the pollution card. 
 
‐Groups will trade cards by sending 1 representative from the group to the center of the playing area 
and trade their unwanted cards with another group.  Cards must be traded for even number of cards, ie; 
2 for 2 cards, not 3 for 2 cards, etc.  Cards should not be shown to other players during a trade. The 
group will not know what they got until the representative returns to the group and they look at the 
new cards together. 

 
‐When a group has a complete food web they should out “FOOD WEB!” and all trading stops as this 
group proves to the others that they do have a complete food web. If not, the trading continues. 
 
‐The winning group gets 100 points if you are keeping score. The class should have enough time to play 
several rounds.  
 
Playing the Game 
Now that everyone understands the game, divide the class into 6 groups and ask each group to go to 
different corners of the area. Then deal out 6 hands and distribute them to the groups.  
   
The group needs to work quickly and quietly to determine which cards they want to trade. When they 
are ready, 1 representative holds the cards to his/her chest and walks to the center of the area. 
 
When in the center, he/she announces the number of cards they want to trade. “TWO…TWO…TWO,” 
until a trading partner is found. No group should be forced to trade with another group. If group A just 
traded the pollution card to group B, then when they return to trade again with all the groups, Group A 
does not have to trade with B if they fear Group B is getting rid of the pollution card. 
 
The round is over when a group has a complete and verified food web. Play several rounds if you have 
time. When the game is completed, tally the scores.  
 
Be sure to allow 5 minutes at the end to collect the cards and to wrap up the activity. 
 







 

 

 

 

Species 
Overwintering 

Stage 
Habit Habitat Food Sources 

Little brown bat - hibernates cave or mine - 

Beaver - active lodge under ice bark & twigs 

Chipmunk - dormant 
below frost line 

in burrow 
cached seeds 

 and nuts 

Coyote - active fields and woods animals 

Deer - active sheltered woods twigs, buds 

Mink - active near water muskrats, etc. 

Jumping Mouse - hibernates below frost line - 

Deer Mouse - active 
woods & fields  

under snow 
seeds, nuts,  
bark, insects 

Muskrat - active cattail lodge 
roots, stems, 

clams, fish 

Raccoon - dormant 
hollow trees, 
under rocks 

omnivorous,  
near streams 

Carpenter ant adult inactive in trees or logs - 

Monarch adult migrates Mexico and CA. nectar 

Bumblebee queen only inactive 
underground, 

under logs 
- 

Cricket egg inactive in the ground - 

Ladybug adult inactive 
under leaves & 

grasses 
- 

Snapping turtle - hibernates 
under mud, in 
marsh or pond 

- 

Canada goose - migrates S. US &Mexico greens 

Chickadee - active N. US & Canada 
insects, conifer, 
seeds, berries 

Great horned owl - active N. America small mammals 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS ANIMALS IN WINTER 



From Route 176 turn south on Buhl Road. 
Continue on Buhl Road until it turns east and 

becomes Behan Road.  The entrance to the center 
is on the north side of Behan Road. 

 
Prairieview Education Center 

McHenry County Conservation District 
2112 Behan Road 

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815‐479‐5779 

CRYSTAL LAKE 

ROUTE 14 

CARY 

OAKWOOD 
HILLS 

PRAIRIE 
GROVE 

ISLAND LAKE 

LAKEMOOR 

MCHENRY 

ROU
TE 17

6 

RO
U
TE
 3
1 

ROUTE 120 

RO
U
TE

 1
2 

BEHAN ROAD 

BU
H
L 
RO

A
D
 

PRAIRIEVIEW 
EDUCATION 
CENTER 

SNAP‐ON 
TOOLS 

HOW TO GET TO PRAIRIEVIEW EDUCATION CENTER 



 

Thank you for participating in a McHenry County Conservation District field trip with your class. The Education Services 
Department wants to make sure the field trips are the best they can be, so that you meet your classroom goals. We sincerely 
appreciate your feedback on the field trip you attended.  
 
School Name __________________________________Grade ____ Teacher’s Name _____________________________________ 
 
Name of the Program _____________________________________ Date of Field Trip____________________________________ 
 
Conservation District Leader Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Did you choose to receive your field trip packet by mail, email, or did you download it from our website?  
 
 

2. How was the field trip packet helpful in preparing you and your class for the trip? What activities did you use? How could 
the packet be improved? 
 
 
 
 

3. What were your goals for the field trip? Were they met? How could the program better serve your goals? 
 
 
 
 

4. Were the trip activities and information educational and stimulating for the children? What activities do you recall that 
worked especially well? What activities could use revision? 
 
 
 
 

5. Was your field trip leader well informed about the subject matter and enthusiastic about working with the group? 
 
 

 
 
 

6. Would you participate in another Conservation District field trip? 
 
 
 
 

7. Do you have any additional suggestions, comments, or remarks? 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to receive our Environmental Education Opportunities Teachers’ Guide electronically (Adobe pdf format) 

please provide an email address here. _______________________________________________ 

 
 

 

TEL (815) 479-5779 

FAX (815) 479-5766 

 
 

Field Trip Evaluation 
 

Mail or fax your form to:  
Education Services Manager, Prairieview Education Center, 2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake IL 60014 
Tel  815-479-5779 / Fax 815-479-5766 
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