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CONSERVATION DISTRICT



McHenry County
Conservation District

McHenry County Conservation
District was established as a
public, openspace agency
through referendum in 1971.

Our Mission

TheDistrict exists to preserve,
restore, and manage natural
areas and open spaces for their
intrinsic value and for the
benefits to present and future
generations.

Our Vision

We are a highly motivated and
fiscally responsible organization
composed of professional staff,
volunteers, and a Board of
Trustees. We aspire to promote
the long-term viability of the

About Our Programs

Our field trips, outreach programs, and special events are free of
charge. We require a minimum of 12 students per program, and
students must be the appropriate age for the program.* The maximum
number of students per program varies, and is listed with each program
description.

Booking Programs

Field trip opportunities are offered in all seasons, for a wide range of
grade levels, and at sites throughout the county. Outreach programs
are indoor presentations conducted at your facility by Education
Services, Wildlife Resource Center, and Police Department staff . While
most outreach programs work best in a classroom setting, some
accommodate large groups in an auditoriustyle presentation. Our

staff will work with you to select a topic, style, and presentation length
that best meets your needs.

To schedule a program, refer to the registration dates and times listed
on the cover of this publication and note the facility phone number
listed with program descriptions. Staff schedules can fill quicgly.

that we can serve as many different classes as possible, we ask that
on the day registration begins you limit your class to one field trip
choice per season per site and/or one outreach program choice per
season.If you would like to schedule additional programs, call the
numbers listed with those programs one week later to check
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encouraging and providing
opportunities for responsible use
of lands in concert with the
natural resources.

My

Priority Registration for McHenry County

Schools with mailing addresses in McHenry County, and other schools
that serve McHenry County students, receive priority registration.-Out
of-county schools are welcome to call for field trip space availability two
weeks after the scheduled registration dates. We regret that the
Conservation District is unable to provide outreach services forabut
county schools that do not serve McHenry County students.

Special Request Programs

Although we offer a diverse selection of programs, we recognize these
may not meet your needs. Contact us about booking a special request
program. Due to the demand for programs listed in this guide, special
requests are honored only as staff time permits.

*At the discretiorof program staff, the minimum requirement for special needs classes
may be waived. When scheduling programs, teachers of these classes should select
prora s fore grade I el at which their students are functi oning.
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Special Needs Assistance

If special assistance is needed for you or your students to
participate in a program, please notify the instructor when you
schedule a program. This information is necessary for the
program coordinator to assure reasonable measures are taken
for those with special needs. This will help to provide everyone
attending with the best possible learning experience. For more
information about the types of special needs accommodations
available for a specific field trip, please ask the program
coordinator when scheduling the trip.

Permits for SeHguided Visits

Classes are welcome to visit conservation areas orgaetfed
trips. Permits are required for groups of 16 or more people, and
should be scheduled at least two weeks in advance. Call
Prairieview Education Center at (815) 4/B79 to request a
permit.

Professional Development Opportunities

We also offer workshops throughout the year for teachers of all
grade levels. Workshops are contebased, focus on methods,

or look closely at resources. Some offer graduate credit and/or

CPDUs. These opportunities are advertised through a variety of
sources, including the MCCD newsletterndscapesSome may

be advertised through the Regional Office of Education, the use
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Custom Workshops at Your Site or Ours

We can work with you to develop an environmental education
workshop for the teachers at your school or in your district.
These can be scheduled onservice days, evenings, weekends,
or during the summer at your place or ours. There is no charge
for this service, but we ask for a minimum of 15 participants.
Dates are subject to staff availability.

Networking Opportunities

Do you incorporate water quality monitoring activities in your
ADOOEADGI Oih TO xi B1I A Ui O 1 EEA
coordinates the Fox River Monitoring Network for McHenry
County. For more information on meetings, support services,
and workshops, contact the Education Outreach Coordinator at

(815) 47%779.




Preparing Your Class

Field Trips

After scheduling a field trip, you will receive a packet including a
confirmation date, pretrip activities, instructions on preparing

for your trip, and directions to the field trip location. Please read
the packets in their entirety and note the following:

1) Make sure the bus driver knows where to drop off and pick up
the class.We offer field trips at several different areas
throughout McHenry County.

2) Make every effort to arrive on tir@ewr staff may be offering
trips to other school groups immediately following yours.

3) Field trips are conducted rain or shine so it is essential that
students and teachers dress for the outdd@@osisult your school
or group weather policy and contact the education center you
are scheduled to visit to discuss a weathelated cancellation.

4) A ratio of 1 adult to 10 students is recommendexdidition to
monitoring student behavior, adults are expected to participate
in all aspects of the trip. Unfortunately, we cannot
accommodate children who are not students in the class. When
recruiting adult helpers for your field trip, please be sure they
understand this rule.

5) A sick child is the responsibility of the visiting gRrvapare
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rest. However, direct supervision of the child is the responsibility
of the group.

Outreach Programs

The key to preparing for outreach programs is to let the
program leader know how the program fits in your curriculum.
Are you introducing or reinforcing an existing unit, or do you
need assistance with ideas for classroom activities that will build
on our program? Knowing the material the class has covered on
the program topic allows the leader to tailor the presentation
accordingly.

In compliance with the lllinois Human Rights Act, the lllinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, the McHenry County
Conservation District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability. If
you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, please contact the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer at MCCD, 18410 U.S. Highway 14, Woodstock, IL 60098, (8156338



Service Hours/Extra Credit

We are happy to serve as a source of service hours
or extra credit opportunities for your middle and
high school students. Please follow these steps

for a cooperative and productive experience.

1)Make advance arrangements by contacting
Prairieview Education Center at (815)379.
Before encouraging students to attend programs
or inquire about service hours, contact us to
discuss how to best meet your expectations and
requirements. This is especially helpful when a
staff signature is required to document an
experience. It is important to know if students are
expected to attend and observe a program, or if
they are expected to assist us in a more specific
way.

2) View our programs online or in our quarterly
newsletter. Register for agg@propriate programs.
Inform students that registration is required to
attend the majority of our programs, and they
should adhere to age requirements when
registering. Students may attend programs that

do not require registration, such as the Festival of
the Sugar Maples in March or the Trail of History
ET /AOT AAO8 #Al 1l -##%$080
6223 to receive the newsletter.

Should students want to observe a program
offered for a different age group or assist the
program coordinatorsarrangements must be
made in advance with our Education Services
staff.

3)To schedule a service project for the District,
contact the MCCD Volunteer Coordinator at (815)
3386223 extension 229.

Many MCCD projects cannot be completed
without the help of volunteers. If students want

to perform a service project for the District, they
should contact the MCCD Volunteer Coordinator.

specialevents

Trail of History School Day

Glacial Park Conservation Area
October 16, 2009 / 10:10 a.n1:00 p.m.

McHenry County 5th grade students visit
frontier tents and witness the history of the
Northwest Territory come alive. Maximum
class size is flexible and registration is
processed in a lottery. Schools accepted into
the program receive notification by phone,
and an information packet by mail. Schools
placed on the waiting list receive notification
by mail.

Buses should arrive at 9:30 a.m. and depart
shortly after 1:00 p.m. Alternative arrival or
departure times must be preapproved by
MCCD. To be included in the lottery call (815)
4795779 by September 10, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

Festival of the Sugar Maples
Coral Woods Conservation Area

Homg SchookGrpupsk Mareh 1,201Q v qa Qan
Grades 2 5: Feb. 2226, 2010
March 25, 2010

Program Times: 9:30- 10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m-12:00 p.m.
12:00- 1:15 p.m.

Students learn the history of maple sugaring,
how to identify a maple tree, and how a tree
makes sap. They practice tapping a tree,
witness modern sap collection, and taste
pure maple syrup. Registration is first come,
first-served and begins December 9, 2009, at
8:00 a.m. To register call (815) 45979.



Educational Resources

Educational resources are available for loan by reservation only.
Call (815) 479779 for reservations and more information.

Prairieview Education Center Naturalist in a Box Trunks

Reference Library Backyard Buddies Kits

You or your students may find just the nature lllinois Department of Natural Resources
information you need for that special project in (IDNR) Trunks

the library at Prairieview Education Center. There
are hundreds of books and magazines and a
computer with internet access. Materials must
remain on site but can be used during regular
business hours.

These materials can add to your classroom
curriculum or enhance a sefuided field trip. You
can borrow two kits at a time for up to two weeks.
There is no fee to borrow the kits however we
charge a $2.00 per day per kit late fee for kits
returned after their due date. A variety of books,

Water Quality Monitoring Kits games, activity guides, videos, DVDs, CDs, and
TheWater Quality Monitoring Kitge educational other handson materials are available in these
tools and crossurricular vehicles for multiple kits and trunks. The topics include:

age groups. The kits are available for loan to

schools, youth groups, and community Naturalist in a Box Trunks

organizations free of charge. They contain Bats Mammals

reference materials, curriculum guides, water Birds Native Americans
guality monitoring manuals, test kits, and the Creepy Crawlies Plants

necessary equipment for biological monitoring. Endangered Species Prairies

Two agespecific kits are available: Explore Your World Trees

GREEN kit for gradesa Geology Wetlands

HACH 850 for grades 8 to adult.
Backyard Buddies

To schedule assistance with biological or Chipmunk Ladybug Otter
chemical monitoring, contact the Outreach Cottontail Rabbit Raccoon Squirrel
Program Coordinator at (815) 4-B¥79. Groundhog
lllinois Department of Natural Resources Trunks
lllinois Birds lllinois Fossils
lllinois Trees Aquatic lllinois
lllinois Wild Mammals lllinois Insects & Spiders
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lllinois Prairies and lllinois State Symbols







