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Phenology 101 Ages 6+
Welcome Home, Cranes! Ages 8+

What is phenology? What can it tell us

about our world? Why is it important to

conservation and just plain fun? Join us as

we begin the spring season and get out to find

the "firsts”. We'll make a family phenology journal, Join us to welcome the sandhill cranes as they arrive
this spring. Find out about their journey north from
warmer climates. We will discover more about their
life habits and why they choose McHenry County as
a place to nest and raise their young. Come prepared

learn how to contribute to a national database
sponsored by the National Phenology Network

for the weather and to listen for their bugling calls!
Saturday, March 19, 3:00-4:30 p.m.

(www.usanpn.org) and explore spring as it begins
the annual show! Dress for the weather and a hike.
Lyons Prairie & Marsh
Fee: $0 Resident/$5 Non-Resident

Sunday, March 13, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Pleasant Valley, Shelter #1,
Fee: 50 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311353-01
Code: 311102-01

Night Fire Ages 8+

Join us for a special treat as we demonstrate a
prescribed prairie and savanna burn at nighttime
when the flames can dazzle us with their colors.
The evening begins indoors for a discussion on
the benefits of fire to ecosystems and how the
Conservation District goes about the business
of burning. We will finish outdoors, watching
the fire and our talented fire crews at work.
Dress for the weather and be prepared for a
short hike. Program will be cancelled if weather
conditions are not appropriate for burning.

Friday, April 1, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: $0 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311253-01

Hike When the Moon is Full:
Equinox Hike Ages5+

The Vernal Equinox marks the celestial start of
spring. Combine this with a full moon and you have
a perfect reason for a night hike. Learn more about
this special night as we enjoy a hike under the full
moon. Along the way we will share stories and lore
of the season, the night and the moon. No flashlights
please—we will let the moon light our way.

Saturday, March 19, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Marengo Ridge, Shelter #2

Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident
Code: 311151-01

Animal Homes

Join us for a short guided hike of

Coral Woods! We'll look for signs of
animals while learning where they live,
what they eat and what they need to
survive. We'll try to catch a glimpse

of the wildlife of the wetlands too.

Tuesday, March 29, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Coral Woods

Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident
Code: 311251-01
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Learn more about prescription burns on page 20.
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Family Scavenger Hunt

Bring the family out for a scavenger hunt
adventure! Check in at the Lost Valley Visitor
Center for your instructions, then explore the
park, searching for answers to the scavenger
hunt questions. Bring your completed worksheet
back to the visitor center for your prize!

Saturday, April 9, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: 50 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311254-01

Dance of the Woodcock Ages 6+

Witness the amazing display of the male woodcock as
he circles high in the sky, uttering a constant twittering
sound, then plummets to the earth in a series of
zigzags with wings whistling. Be prepared to explore
and walk the grounds as we search for the spring
performance of this local bird. Dress for the weather.

Tuesday, April 19, 7:00-8:15 p.m.

Living Land Farm, 716 E. Crystal Lake Ave., Cary
Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident

Code: 311358-01

Along The Bluebird Trail

Spring is an exciting time when our area comes alive
with a variety of birds looking for the perfect nesting
place. After a brief presentation about bluebirds

and some of the birds that compete for their nest
boxes, we will take a leisurely walk through the hilly
prairie trails in search of these beautiful birds.

Saturday, April 23, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center

Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident
Code: 311202-01
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Woodland Wildflower Hike

April is a time when the forest floor springs alive with
the colorful beauty of its woodland wildflowers. A
hike through the woods is a wonderful way to enjoy
this natural floral show. As we hike we will share
stories and folklore about our beautiful native flowers.
This program will include a 1.5-mile hike over rough
terrain. Dress for the weather and be ready to hike.

Saturday, April 23, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Coral Woods

Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident

Code: 311155-01
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Geocache Rally

Whether you are an experienced
Geocache addict or totally new
to the sport, come join the District
for our sixth Geocache Rally. The
rally begins at 1 p.m. and ends

- : when you are finished, but not later
than 4 p.m. At check-in, participants receive a question
and answer sheet with the cache coordinates. There
will be a few "beginner" caches mixed in with a few
more challenging caches. Each cache contains a fun
surprise and clues to answer the questions. Turn in
your completed answer sheet with correct answers to
receive another fun prize. A limited number of GPS units
are available for first time cachers only. Call Prairieview,
(815)479-5779, to reserve your GPS unit. Everyone else
must bring their own GPS unit for the rally. An adult
must accompany all youths under the age of 14 at all
times. Dress for the weather, bring water and a snack,
and be prepared to hike as caches will be spread apart
throughout the site.

Saturday, May 7,

Check-in begins at 12:30 p.m., Grove #2 shelter.
Rally 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Hickory Grove Highlands

Fee: $2 Resident/$2.50 Non-Resident

Code: 311204-01

Stories for a Spring Evening

Celebrate spring with the Conservation District
and the McHenry County Storytelling Guild! Bring
the family and friends for an evening of tales and
legends in a scenic setting. The show will go on
rain or shine. If weather is fair we will gather under
the oaks on Prairieview’s patio. If weather is foul
we will gather inside in the beautiful vista room.

Friday, May 13, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center

Fee: $0 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311157-01
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For high school age and older.

Adult Programs
_—

The FOX Club is an incentive

.- program for families with
Famﬂles children, where they learn
o . to enjoy spontaneous

* Wl
( #/utside explorations in nature while

X . discovering the natural
-plOl”ng history of McHenry County.

FOX Club Night Hike

Join the fun for our first night hike! We will begin
with a brief introduction to what the FOX Club is
all about for new members before heading off
for a freestyle exploration night hike. Come out
to discover the special sights, sounds and smells
of this magical time of day. Know a like-minded
family? Be sure to encourage them to join you for
some FOX Club fun!

Thursday, May 26, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Hickory Grove Highlands
Code: 311205-01

Marsh Music

Would you like to see and hear the magic of

the marsh without having to hike far? This
beginning bird watching program will introduce
you to the sights and sounds of marsh bird life
with games, activities, and bird viewing from

a platform observation deck. Binoculars and
spotting scope provided. Dress for the weather.

Saturday, May 14, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Exner Marsh, Lakewood Entrance
Fee: $0 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311307-01

Fabulous Frogs

Learn about frogs and toads with a colorful slide
show, then take a hike to hear Glacial Park's
amphibian chorus sing! Please dress for the
weather and be prepared to walk 1.5 miles.

Friday, May 20, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: $0 Resident/$5 Non-Resident
Code: 311257-01

Pre-registration for classes is required.

Sustainability 101:

A Greener Life for Fido

Dr. Patrick Hourigan of Richmond Veterinary Clinic
joins us to explore different ways to green our furry
family members' lives. Pets, just like people, have a
carbon footprint. Come learn how to better provide
a greener world not only for your family, but for your
beloved pet! Topics may include food, exercise, pests
and skin care products.

Tuesday, March 1, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: $0 Resident/$6 Non-Resident
Code: 311107-01

Dirty Deeds:
Using Worms to Compost

Renters and homeowners put your food scraps to
use! Come learn how to compost year-round in your
closet or garage using worms. Feeding the worms
can be an enjoyable practice that reduces waste and
creates potting or garden soil "dirt cheap" and with
no smell.

Thursday, April 28, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: $0 Resident/$6 Non-Resident
Code: 311305-01

Native and Natural Landscaping

Spring is here! It's time to start planning and
ordering for this year's garden. Find out how using
native plants around your home is better for the
environment and provides benefits for you as well.
The presentation will include how the Conservation
District uses native plantings and the Wildflower
Preservation and Propagation Committee will
share information about their "Native Garden in
Your Yard" program. This program encourages and
assists homeowners in transforming traditional lawn
and garden spaces to native gardens. Applications
will be available for the 2011 mentor match up.

Tuesday, March 8, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center

Fee: $0 Resident/$6 Non-Resident
Code: 311101-01

Searching for Sandhills

Sandhill cranes will be on their migration back
from the Gulf of Mexico. Join us for an indoor
presentation to hear more about these magnificent
birds. Then, we will carpool through Glacial Park

to try to catch a glimpse of them. Dress for the
weather and wear comfortable walking shoes.

Saturday, March 12, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center
Fee: $0 Resident/$6 Non-Resident

Code: 311301-01 & T

Bob Williams

Strolling for Seniors

Wishing to get out and enjoy nature but looking
for others with the same speed and interests?
Join us for a stroll where we'll discover the beauty
and significance of this time of year. We'll also

be watching for signs of the spring show that is
about to begin. Dress for the weather and hike.

Tuesday, March 15, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Lyons Prairie & Marsh

Fee: 50 Resident/$2 Non-Resident

Code: 311354-01

Century Hikers

Century Hiker David Gates hiked all 2,663
miles of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail
from Canada to Mexico, traveling through
Washington, Oregon and California. Gates will

share his experiences and photos with us, while
inspiring us to hike wherever we happen to be.

Tuesday, March 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Prairieview Education Center

Fee: $0 Resident/$2 Non-Resident
Code: 311355-01

Register online at www.MCCDistrict.org. 31
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