
The Conservation District currently owns or manages 24,846 acres.
Recent Highlights: 
In October 2010, the District acquired 75 acres, located directly north of the end 
of River Ranch Road west of Marengo. The property is along the Kishwaukee 
River, in Marengo Township and is in the Kishwaukee River watershed. 

November 2010, the District acquired .71 acres off Deep Cut Road, just north of the 
curve in the road and adjacent to Brookdale Conservation Area. The property is in 
Hartland Township and is in the Kishwaukee River watershed.

December 2010, the District acquired 93 acres along the Kishwaukee River north 
of Route 20, and abuts the Kishwaukee Corridor Conservation Area. The property 
is in Marengo Township and is in the Kishwaukee River watershed. 

December 2010, the District acquired 302 acres along Pleasant Valley Road and abuts 
the existing Pleasant Valley Conservation Area. The property is in Seneca and Coral 
Townships and is in the Kishwaukee River watershed.
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On the Cover — Prescription burn at 
Marengo Ridge, photo by Wendy Kummerer

Employee of the Season— 
Land & Facilities Secretary Karen Brabec was recently recognized 
for her “can do” attitude, foresight and willingness to help. 
She is the “heart & soul” of the very busy Land & Facilities 
department. Her professionalism and problem-solving skills 
make her a tremendous asset to the Conservation District team. 

People Making A Difference

Our Mission 
The McHenry County Conservation District 
exists to preserve, restore and manage 
natural areas and open spaces for their 
intrinsic value and for the benefits to 
present and future generations.

Our Vision
By the year 2020, McHenry County 
Conservation District will be a premiere 
public agency in the country for 
preserving, protecting and managing 
open space. Residents will have 
developed a personal responsibility for 
their local environment, gained a greater 
appreciation for their natural world 
and invested into ensuring its future 
protection. Achieving this vision will:

•	 Inspire respect for the land;
•	 Promote sound environmental practices;
•	 Promote the long-term viability  

of the county’s biodiversity;
•	 Provide opportunities for responsible 

use of the land in concert with  
natural resources;

•	 Promote environmental stewardship;
•	 Provide quality experiences that 

promote green, healthy and  
balanced lifestyles;

•	 Connect children to nature and;
•	 Foster public and private partnerships.
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Message From the President
As I write this Georgia is socked in with five plus inches of snow and calls to my sisters and Mom in Atlanta  
tell me that everything has come to a screeching halt in the South. But not so with us Northerners who trudge 
on through the weather we accept as our winter. But this Landscapes is heralding spring, and I smile now  
at the promise of what that means.
As a child my favorite poem had the lines: “squishy, squishy between the toes. I’d rather squish in squiggly 
mud than smell a yellow rose.” And come the first thaw, nothing beats the smells and sounds of the earth 
awakening after it’s encasement from the white and silence of winter; like the frogs that have again magically 
emerged from the mud, or the air filled with the rattling thrill of red-winged blackbirds descending to the 
fields. It’s all part of the promise that this winter, too, will melt into spring. And every year I say to myself, 

“Now, what frog is that again that sounds like a finger running down a comb?” Or I trim a grape vine and 
marvel at the sap that is running, even though it is so cold. 
At the Conservation District, the seasons are anticipated well in advance by our terrific professional staff. 
Inside this issue is the work, the festivals and the programs that come with the season. We talk about the 
practice of the burning of natural areas to renew the earth with ashes and nutrients, so that wild geraniums 
will blanket our forests and orchids will grace our sedge meadows. The Festival of the Sugar Maples at Coral 
Woods brings the hands-on experience of making maple syrup—a wonderful outing for families, especially 
coupled with some great breakfast offerings in Union and Marengo. You’ll learn about frog monitoring and 
spring wildflowers, and bird watching and some “best practices” that help to handle all the spring rain. Also, 
two new conservation areas will open to the public this spring at Lake in the Hills Fen in LITH and High Point in 
Harvard and… you’re invited! So with the promise of spring, I invite you to join us in rolling in this new season 
in all our sites. 

Sincerely,

Nancy Williamson 
Board President

Board of Trustees Meetings
Brookdale Administrative Offices, 18410 US Hwy. 14, Woodstock 
Thursday, March 17
Thursday, April 21
Thursday, May 19

Executive Session begins at 6 p.m. Public 
Session start varies by agenda, posted on 
our website and at the District office.

McHenry County Conservation Foundation was established in 2000 to help promote the 
goals and objectives of the McHenry County Conservation District in the area of land 
protection, management, conservation education, and research. The foundation plays a 
key role in protecting and preserving our natural heritage through such programs as grant 
support, fund raising and membership development.

The Foundation welcomes charitable gifts and memberships to assist in their goal 
to protect the quality of life, property values, air and water quality, and open space 
throughout the county. Support of McHenry County Conservation Foundation ensures the 
future protection of our natural heritage. 

Visit www.mchenryconservation.org to find out how you can help.

McHenry County Conservation Foundation is a recognized not-for-profit, 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. 
McHenry County Conservation Foundation  P.O. Box 1108, Woodstock, IL 60098  |  (815) 759-9390

Join Us!

Federal Grant Money Awarded for 3.5 mile extension of Ridgefield Trace 
The Conservation District was awarded $934,930 as part of the Illinois 
Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP), a federally-funded grant 
program that promotes alternative means of transportation. The ITEP 
Grant will fund Phase III of Ridgefield Trace bike path project along US 
Highway Route 14 from McHenry County College to West Lake Shore 
Drive in Woodstock. This 3.5 mile section will be built in conjunction with IDOT’s widening 
of the highway tentatively scheduled for 2012, where many economies of scale will be 
realized, making the project less expensive than if accomplished itself.  The news came 
last November when Governor Pat Quinn’s announced nearly $90 million in federal 
transportation enhancement funds dedicated for bike paths and other improvement 
projects throughout the state. 

The first 2-mile phase of the trail was complete in 2009 and runs from McHenry County 
College to near Oak St. in Crystal Lake. The second phase will be constructed this year and 
will run from Oak St. to Veteran’s Acres in Crystal Lake, funded in part by a $440,900 CMAQ 
grant from Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.  

Lost Valley Visitor Center named Outstanding Facility 
The Lost Valley Visitor Center in Glacial Park won the 
“Outstanding Facility Award” from the Illinois Association 
of Park Districts (IAPD) and the Illinois Park and Recreation 
Association (IPRA). The award honors public agencies 
for outstanding and unique achievements in design and 
development of parks or recreation facilities completed  
over the past year. 

The District’s commitment to renovate the Lost Valley Visitor Center as an adaptive, reuse 
facility resulted in creating a purposeful and multi-faceted destination, unique to the 
region. The vision was to create a distinct building that would make connections with 
people well beyond the walls of the building; such that, visitors would be impressed upon 
to explore our natural resources in greater detail and find ways to make their lifestyles 
more sustainable.

To schedule a group tour at Lost Valley Visitor Center call (815) 678-4532.

News and Noteworthy: 


