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Research Summary

Introduction
Hitchcock Design Group conducted a comprehensive review of both quantitative and qualitative data 
including existing MCCD research and statistics, and facilitated workshops with the MCCD Board of 
Trustees, staff, and community stakeholders as well as designing and implementing an on-line survey.

Hitchcock Design Group collaborated with the Board of Trustees and staff to perform an analysis of MCCD’s 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges as it relates to recreational development and public 
access to assess where the District is today and where it could be in the future.  Stakeholder perceptions were 
also obtained through the community workshops and an on-line survey.  The workshops are noted within 
each of the respective summaries.

To supplement these findings, MCCD contracted with American Viewpoint to design and conduct a stratified 
random telephone survey to test public perception and identify the needs of residents.

 
The methods used and results of these individual data gathering exercises are summarized in the following 
paragraphs. 

Needs Assessment Summary
As noted in the Recommendations and implementation section of this report, a wide range of needs and 
issues were identified as a result of methodologies employed in the assessment process. A number of themes 
emerged as the planning process advanced. Collectively, these themes served as an organizing framework for 
conducting additional analysis and, ultimately, creating the final recreational site development and public 
access recommendations. The themes were as follows: 

Camping•	
Canoeing / kayaking•	
Education centers•	
Educational programming and signage•	
Fishing•	
General site improvements and planning•	
Hiking and multi-use trails•	
Off leash dog areas•	

Community Input Telephone Survey
Another method used to gather input from residents was a community input survey conducted with American 
Viewpoint, Inc. in October, 2007.  A total of 500 respondents were interviewed in this stratified random 
telephone survey.  (see Appendix A for the complete report). Key findings include: 

Most residents claim to have limited knowledge about the McHenry County Conservation District, but •	
much of this can be attributed to the frequency of visits, age, and length of residence. Knowledge of the 
MCCD rises significantly among residents who visit the sites, who are over the age of 44, and have lived in 
the county more than 10 years.

Satisfaction with the overall performance of MCCD and satisfaction with the number and quality of •	
recreational facilities and programs provided by MCCD is very high and the more respondents know about 
the MCCD and more they visit the conservation sites, the more likely they are to by Very Satisfied with 
their overall performance.

Most residents take advantage of what the conservation sites offer on a fairly regular basis. 27% visit •	
frequently, 465 visit seasonally or annually, and only 24% never visit. And, almost half (49%) of those who 
never visit are either age 65 and over or a fairly new resident.

Those who visit the conservation sites engage in a variety of activities – especially walking and hiking.•	

Respondents agree overwhelmingly (84%) that MCCD should have the right to restrict access if there is •	
a good reason. On the other hand, they also appear to agree that the public should have access as long as 
sensitive habitats are not adversely affect.

Most respondents feel that MCCD should stick to doing the things that it has traditionally done, such as •	
acquiring lands, restoring habitat, providing nature education, and building and maintaining trails, and 
picnic areas, but a minority feel strongly that they should provide more facilities and diverse recreational 
opportunities. 

A plurality of residents feel that acquiring, maintaining, and restoring lands should be the top priority of •	
the MCCD, but providing recreational and educational opportunities follow very closely behind. 

Trails are at the top of almost everyone’s list, but residents also show a great deal of interest in other types •	
of recreational opportunities. The extent to which this true is underscored by the fact that among those who 
gave Trails, 81% also mentioned some non-trail recreational opportunity that they are interested in. And 
among the those who gave one ore more of the recreational opportunities, 90% also gave Trails as something 
that they feel the MCCD should spend money adding to or improving.

The top recreational activities were identified as:

Walking (67%)•	
Hiking (56%)•	
Picnicking (38%)•	
Biking (33%)•	
Fishing (24%)•	
Boating / camping (12%)•	
Horseback riding, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, hunting (all under 10%)•	

The top recreational priorities were identified as:

Hiking trails (73%)•	
Biking trails (74%)•	
Rustic hiking trails (60%)•	
Paved multi use trials (52%)•	
Boat and kayak rentals (49%)•	
Off leash dog areas (41%)•	
Horseback riding stables (37%)•	
RV camping (30%)•	
Snowshoe rentals (25%)•	
Hunting and skeet shooting (19%)•	
Hunting dog training areas (18%)•	
Archery (12%)•	
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Based on the data gathered, common priorities were identified as follows:

Hiking / walking trails•	
Biking trails•	
Education and programming•	
Canoe and kayak facilities•	
Fishing•	
Camping•	
Equestrian trails•	
Multi use trails•	
Picnicking •	

Online Survey
Another technique used to provide the public with information about the planning process and a venue for 
providing input was a project website linked from the home page on MCCD’s website. In order to better 
understand the public’s recreational needs and preferences, an online survey was conducted from September 
17, 2007 to October 25, 2007 (a full copy of the survey is included in Appendix B). While the results included 
non-recreational related priorities such as buying land and preserving water quality, the focus of analysis for 
this project was on recreational activities and priorities. Key findings include:

88% said that MCCD sites are convenient•	
93% said they were “somewhat to very” satisfied with MCCD facilities•	

The top five activities were identified as follows:

Hiking trails•	
Biking trails•	
Special events•	
Picnic facilities•	
Fishing•	

The top five priorities were:

Hiking trails•	
Biking trails•	
Camping•	
Paved multi use trails•	
Fishing•	

Community Workshops
Four community workshops were held at four different sites throughout McHenry County to gather input 
directly from residents. The workshop dates and sites were:

October 2, 2007	 Brookdale Administration Building, Woodstock•	
October 3, 2007	 Algonquin Township Offices, Crystal Lake•	
October 9, 2007	 Glacial Park Conference Center, Ringwood•	
October 10, 2007	 Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake•	

While the face-to-face interaction with the public and feedback received were invaluable, it should be noted that 
the overall turnout was relatively light, a factor that was taken into consideration when all the background data 
collected was reviewed and analyzed. 

A summary of the recreational priorities identified is as follows:

Education programs•	
Hiking trails•	
Biking trails•	
Canoe and kayak access•	
Increase site access•	
Camping•	

MCCD Board of Trustees Workshop
Hitchcock Design Group facilitated a four-hour workshop with the Board of Trustees on Saturday, August 25, 
2007. Potential recreational needs and other key issues were identified, as follows:

Bike trails•	
Equestrian trails•	
Fishing access•	
Hunting•	
Canoe access•	
Picnic facilities•	
Improved camping facilities•	
More site access•	
Dog parks / training areas•	
Balance with resources, conservation, water quality•	
Improve education and outreach•	

MCCD Staff Workshop 
Hitchcock Design Group facilitated a morning workshop with MCCD staff on Tuesday, August 29, 2007. Staff 
members were divided into small teams and asked to identify the organization’s most important recreational 
issues and needs. While there was a notable diversity of opinions and no clear consensus about priorities, a 
number of common themes emerged, as follows:

Hiking and biking trails•	
Education programming•	
Equestrian trials•	
Canoeing and kayaking•	
Camping / RV facilities•	
Hunting and fishing•	
ADA access•	
Picnic facilities•	
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Appendix A
Community Input Telephone Survey
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Appendix A
Community Input Telephone Survey, continued
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Appendix A
Community Input Telephone Survey, continued



114   McHenry County Conservation District



Comprehensive Site Development and Public Access Plan   115

Appendix A
Community Input Telephone Survey, continued
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Appendix B
Online Survey
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Appendix B
Online Survey, continued
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Appendix B
Online Survey, continued
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Appendix B
Online Survey, continued
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Appendix B
Online Survey, continued
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